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Preface 

 

The resources listed in this bibliography were chosen according to several narrow 
criteria.  First, all the materials included had to be published - either in a book, journal, 
as conference proceedings or on-line and easily obtained by purchase or interlibrary 
loan.  At the end of the listing however, there are “miscellaneous” materials which 
include compilations of documents on microfilm or on-line.  As a result, no primary 
sources such as government documents, archival materials or Colonial Office 
dispatches are included in this bibliography. 

Second, all the materials included had to focus on the subject of slavery, abolition or 
emancipation in the Bahamas.  Although there is a large corpus of material relating to 
slavery generally in the United States, the Caribbean or to particular islands in the 
Caribbean, we wanted to highlight the small but growing body of knowledge about 
slavery, abolition and emancipation in the Bahamas. 

Third, all materials are available in the College of The Bahamas Library Special 
Collections Department (or the West Indies Collection in some cases) or through the on-
line journal networks available to students at the College.   

Although the bibliography is not exhaustive, we wanted to highlight resources about the 
Bahamas with the hope that these secondary resources might be acquired by libraries, 
museums and archives elsewhere. 

While putting this list together we discovered many more resources, some new and 
some old.  These will be acquired and added to the holdings of the College of the 
Bahamas Libraries Special Collections department. 

Please visit our on-line library catalogue at: http://cobweb.info.bs 

How to cite this work in APA Style: 

Ballance, V. (2007). Slavery, abolition, emancipation: Resources available in the 
College of the Bahamas Libraries, a bibliography.  Nassau: Author. 

Contact: vballance@cob.edu.bs 
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MONOGRAPHS 

Books, theses, original works, exhibition catalogues and conference proceedings 

Primary Sources 

The following are accounts from the period.  Though they do not directly address slavery, 
abolition or emancipation, they give insight into the social mores and customs of the time 
and give the reader an idea of what life was like in the Colony. 

Dowson, W. (1960). A mission to the West India Islands: Dowson’s journal for 1810-1817. 
Nassau, Bahamas: The Deans Peggs Research Fund. 
COB Call Number: B BV2848 B3 D6 1960 

Farquharson, C. & McDonald, O. J. (1957). A relic of slavery: Farquharson's journal for 1831-32. 
Nassau, Bahamas: Deans Peggs Research Fund. 
COB Call Number: B F1656 .F37 1957 

Hart, A., & Kent, R. (1948). Letters from the Bahama Islands, written in 1823-4. London: J. 
Culmer. 
COB Call Number: B F1651 H32 1948 

McKinnen, D. (1804). A tour through the British West Indies in the years 1802 and 1803 giving a 
particular account of the Bahama Islands.  London: J. White. 
COB Call Number: B F2131 M15 1804 

Townsend, P. S. (1968). The diary of a physician from the United States visiting the Island of 
New Providence: Nassau, Bahamas 1823-4. Nassau: Bahamas Historical Society. 
COB Call Number: B F1659 N3 T69 1968 

Secondary Sources 

Adderley, D. H. (197?). Slavery in the Caribbean and the Bahamas. Nassau: Bahamas 
Teachers College.  
Notes: Long study prepared for the Teachers certificate.  
COB Call Number: B HT1105 A32 

Bahamas. Dept. of Archives, & Saunders, G. (1991). Aspects of Bahamian history: Loyalists, 
slavery and emancipation, Junkanoo. Nassau, Bahamas: Dept. of Archives, Ministry of 
Education. 
COB Call Number: B HT1119.B34 B35 1991 

Bahamas. Dept. of Archives. (1984). Aspects of slavery, part II : A booklet of the Archives 
exhibition held in the foyer of the Post Office Building, East Hill Street, 6-25 February, 
1984. Nassau, Bahamas: Dept. of Archives, Ministry of Education. 
Cover: "A booklet to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the abolition of slavery" 
COB Call Number: B HT1119.B34 B35 1984 
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Bahamas. Public Records Office. (1974). Aspects of slavery : A booklet of the exhibition of 
historical documents held at the Public Records Office, Mackey St., 12-16 February 
1974. Nassau: Public Records Office.  
COB Call Number: B HT1119.B34 B36 1974 

Bethell, A. T. (1930). The early settlers of the Bahama Islands with a brief account of the 
American revolution: Most of the historical facts contained in this book are taken from 
the archives of the colony. Holt, Eng.: Rounce & Wortley. 
COB Call Number: B F1655.3 B24 B47 1937 

Craton, M. (1986). A History of the Bahamas. (3rd ed.). Waterloo, Ont.: San Salvador Press. 
COB Call Number: B F1656 C7 1986. 

Craton, M., & Conference of the Association of Caribbean Historians. (1992). The 
ambivalencies of independency: The transition out of slavery in The Bahamas, c. 1800-
1850. [S.l.: s.n.]. 
Notes: Paper presented at the 24th Annual Conference of the Association of Caribbean 
Historians, Nassau, Bahamas, March 29 - April 3, 1992.  
COB Call Number: Special Collections Periodicals 

Craton, M., & Saunders, G. (1992). Islanders in the stream: A history of the Bahamian people. 
Athens: University of Georgia Press. 2 v.  
v. 1. From aboriginal times to the end of slavery 
COB Call Number: F1656 C735 1992-1998  

Forbes, R. (1940). A unicorn in the Bahamas. New York: E.P. Dutton & Co., Inc. 
"Slavery and blockade-running": p.74-84. 
COB Call Number: B F1651 .F68 1940  

Higman, B. W. (1995). Slave populations of the British Caribbean, 1807-1834. Kingston, 
Jamaica: University of West Indies Press.  
COB Call Number: W HT1071 H54 1995 

Higman, B. W. (1999). Methodology and historiography of the Caribbean. London: UNESCO, 
Macmillan Education.  
COB Call Number: W F2156 M48 1999 

Johnson, H. (1991). The Bahamas in slavery and freedom. Kingston, Jamaica; London: Ian 
Randle Publishers; James Currey Publishers. 
COB Call Number: B F1656 J62 1991 

Johnson, H. (1996). The Bahamas from slavery to servitude, 1783-1933. Gainesville, FL: 
University Press of Florida. 
COB Call Number: B HT1119 B34 J64 1996  

Johnson, W. B. (2000). Race relations in the Bahamas, 1784-1834: The nonviolent 
transformation from a slave to a free society. Fayetteville, Ark.: University of Arkansas 
Press. 
COB Call Number: B F1660 B55 J64 2000  
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Johnson, W. B. (2006). Post-emancipation race relations in the Bahamas. Gainesville, FL: 
University Press of Florida. 
COB Call Number: B F1660.B55 J63 2006 

Martinez Vergne, T., & Conference of the Association of Caribbean Historians. (1992). 
Theoretical perspectives on the study of women in the Caribbean during and after 
slavery. [S.l.: s.n.]. 
Notes: Notes: Paper presented at the 24th Annual Conference of the Association of Caribbean 
Historians, Nassau, Bahamas, March 29 - April 3, 1992.  
COB Call Number: Special Collections Periodicals 

Peters, T. P. (1960). The American Loyalists and the plantation period in the Bahama Islands. 
Gainesville: University of Florida. 
Ph.D. Thesis 
COB Call Number: B.Diss. F1657 P4 1960  

Powles, L. D. (1888). The Land of the pink pearl: Recollections of life in the Bahamas. London: 
S. Low, Marston, Searle, & Rivington. 
Facsimile reprint: Nassau: Media, 1996. 
COB Call Number: B F1651 P68 1996  

Ragatz, L. J. (1970). A guide for the study of British Caribbean history, 1763-1834, including the 
abolition and emancipation movements. New York: Da Capo Press.  
COB Call Number: W Z1502.B5 R22 1970  

Saunders, G. (1983). Bahamian Loyalists and their slaves. London: Macmillan Caribbean. 
COB Call Number: B F1657 .S38 1983 

Saunders, G. (1985). Slavery in the Bahamas, 1648-1838. [Nassau]: Nassau Guardian. 
COB Call Number: B HT1119.B34 S38 1985 

Saunders, G. (1990). Bahamian society after emancipation: Essays in nineteenth and early 
twentieth century Bahamian history. Nassau, Bahamas: G. Saunders. 
COB Call Number: B HN197 .S38 1990 

Saunders, G. (2003). Bahamian society after emancipation. (Rev. Ed.). Kingston, Jamaica; 
Princeton, NJ:  Markus Wiener Publishers; Ian Randle Publishers. 
COB Call Number: B HN197 .S38 2003 

Shepherd, V. (2002). Working slavery, pricing freedom: Perspectives from the Caribbean, Africa 
and the African Diaspora. New York: Palgrave. 
Contents: Slavery and cotton culture in the Bahamas / Gail Saunders -- Loyalists mainly to 
themselves: the 'Black Loyalist' Diaspora to the Bahamas, 1783-c.1820 / Michael Craton –  
COB Call Number: W HT1105 C37 W67 2002 

Siebert, W. H. (1913). The Legacy of the American Revolution to the British West Indies and 
Bahamas: A chapter out of the history of the American Loyalists. Columbus: Ohio State 
University. 
COB Call Number: B F2131 S56 1913. 
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Storr, V. H. (2004). Enterprising slaves and master pirates: Understanding economic life in the 
Bahamas. New York: P. Lang.  
COB Call Number:  B HC152 .S76 2004 

Wright, J. M.  (1905). History of the Bahama Islands, with a special study of the abolition of 
slavery in the colony. Baltimore: Geographical Society of Baltimore.  
COB Call Number: B F1656 .W96 1905 

ARTICLES 

Burton, J. D. (2004). American Loyalists, slaves and the creation of an Afro-Bahamian world: 
Sandy Point Plantation and the Prince Storr murder case. Journal of the Bahamas 
Historical Society, 26: 13-22. 

Burton, J. D. (2006). A Terra incognita: Life on post-emancipation San Salvador. Journal of the 
Bahamas Historical Society, 28: 4-11. 

Craton, M. (1978). Hobbesian or Panglossian? The two extremes of slave conditions in the 
British Caribbean, 1783 to 1834. William and Mary Quarterly, 35 (2), 324-356. 
Comparison the slave conditions in Great Exuma on the plantation of Denys Rolle with the 
Worthy Park plantation in Jamaica. 

Craton, M., & Saunders, G. (1991). On slavery’s margins: the Farquharson Estate, San 
Salvador Bahamas, 1831-32. Slavery and Abolition, 12 (2); 49-72. 

Curry, C. (2005). Christianity and slave conversion: A catalyst for revolutionary change or a 
quest for respectability? Journal of the Bahamas Historical Society, 27; 4-8. 

Dalleo, P. T. (1984). Africans in the Caribbean: A preliminary assessment of recaptives in the 
Bahamas, 1811-1860. Journal of the Bahamas Historical Society, 6: 15-24. 

Eden, E. (2000) The Revolt on the slave ship Creole: Popular resistance to slavery in post-
emancipation Nassau. Journal of the Bahamas Historical Society, 22: 13-20. 

Farnsworth, P. (2000). Brutality or benevolence in plantation archaeology. International Journal 
of Historical Archaeology, 4(2): 145-158.  Retrieved September 1, 2007 from: 
http://www.clas.ufl.edu/users/davidson/Arch%20of%20AA%20Life%20and%20Culture/W
eek%2004-05/farnsworth%202000.pdf 

Howard, R. (2006). The" Wild Indians" of Andros Island: Black Seminole Legacy in the 
Bahamas. Journal of Black Studies, 37 (2); 275-298. 

Johnson, H. (1984). The share system in the Bahamas in the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Slavery and Abolition, 5(2), 141-153. 

Johnson, H. (1989). The Emergence of a peasantry in the Bahamas during slavery. Slavery and 
Abolition, 10(2): 172-186. 
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Johnson, W. B. (1996). The Amelioration Acts in the Bahamas, 1823-1833: A middle ground 
between freedom and antebellum slave codes. Journal of the Bahamas Historical 
Society, 18; 21-32. 

Johnson, W. B. (2002). Ownership of slaves among Free Blacks and persons of color in the 
Bahamas, 1821-1834. Journal of the Bahamas Historical Society, 24; 4-13. 

MacIntosh, R. J. (1984). Trades and occupations of runaway slaves in the Bahamas, 1784-
1834. Journal of the Bahamas Historical Society, 6: 7-14.  

Marotti, F. (2004). Freedom at Christmas: Andrew Gué, the Atlantic community of colour and 
the ‘Underground Railroad’ in the Bahamas, 1825-1844. Journal of the Bahamas 
Historical Society, 26: 4-9. 

Parsons, E. C. (1919). Riddles and proverbs from the Bahama Islands. The Journal of American 
Folklore, 32(125); 439-441 

Parsons, E. C. (1930). Proverbs from Barbados and the Bahamas. The Journal of American 
Folklore, 43 (169); 324-325. 

Saunders, G. (1980). Health of Bahamian slaves in 1834. Journal of the Bahamas Historical 
Society, 2: 11-14 

Saunders, G. (1984). Slave resistance in the Bahamas. Journal of the Bahamas Historical 
Society, 6; 25-29. 

Saunders, G. (1998). William Whylly and his slaves at Clifton Plantation. Journal of the 
Bahamas Historical Society, 20; 27-31. 

Shirley, P. (2004). 'Tek Force Wid Force': Paul Shirley describes the freedom struggles of 
African Americans in the Bahamas after the American War of Independence. History 
Today, 54 (4); 30-36. 

Wesley, C. H. (1934). The Emancipation of the free colored population in the British Empire. 
The Journal of Negro History, 19(2): 137-170. 

Wilkie, L. A. (1996). House gardens and female identity on Crooked Island. Journal of the 
Bahamas Historical Society, 18, 283-320. 

Wilkie, L. A., & Farnsworth, P. (1997). Daily life on a Loyalist plantation: Results of the 1996 
excavations at Clifton Plantation. Journal of the Bahamas Historical Society, 19, 2-18. 

Williams, P. M. (1984). From punishment to cruelty: Treatment of slaves in the Bahamas, 1723-
1832. Journal of the Bahamas Historical Society, 6; 30-33. 

Williams, P. M. (1995). Freedom Day: The emancipation celebrations in the Bahamas in the 19th 
century. Journal of the Bahamas Historical Society, 17; 23-27. 
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Williams, P. M. (2004). Social reconstruction of Bahamian society after emancipation, 1838-
1850. Journal of the Bahamas Historical Society, 26; 24-30. 

Wood, D. E. (1990). The free people of colour in Bahamian society. Journal of the Bahamas 
Historical Society, 12; 20-24. 

Wright, J. M. (1915). The wrecking system of the Bahama Islands. Political Science Quarterly, 
30 (4); 618-644. 

 

JOURNALS 

Slavery & Abolition v.22 (2001)-present in print. Full text Academic Search Premier 2004- with a 
12 month delay. 

Journal of Black Studies 1970-1999 Microfilm; Full text Academic Search Premier. 

Journal of Negro History 1916-1991 Microfilm. 

Negro History Bulletin 1949-1986 Microfilm; 1974-1982 incomplete print holdings. 

Black History Bulletin, 1993-present.  Full text Academic Search Premier with 6 month delay. 

Journal of African American History 1993-present.  Full text Academic Search Premier with a 6 
month delay. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Slavery tracts & pamphlets from the West India Committee collection now at the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies. (1982). London: World Microfilms Publications. 28 microfilm 
reels. 

Carter, G. E., & Ripley, P. E. (1980) Black Abolitionist Papers, 1839-1865. Sanford, N.C.: 
Microfilming Corporation of America. 17 microfilm reels. 
Contents: Correspondence, sermons, speeches, missionary reports, writings, and printed matter 
of approximately three hundred nineteenth century black abolitionists, documenting their activities 
in the United States, Canada, England, Ireland, and Scotland. 

Full text documents about Slavery, Abolition and Emancipation in the Academic Search Premier 
database, such as 
Lord Dunmore's Proclamation Freeing the Slaves 

 


